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Satan is a master of deflection and deception.  

He has worked his masterful skills on many, many 
Christians.  Matthew 16:25-26 (NLT) 25  If you try to hang 

on to your life, you will lose it. But if 
you give up your life for my sake, you 
will save it. 26  And what do you 
benefit if you gain the whole world 
but lose your own soul? Is anything 
worth more than your soul?  Satan 
has lied to many by saying that he 
has found a way for Christians to 
have both their lives and Jesus at 

the same time.  Therefore, it is not unusual that 
Christians accept this lie and center their lives on 
capturing both.   
 

The problem is that of the focus of your love.  Matthew 
6:24 (NLT)  “No one can serve two masters. For you will 
hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 
This passage says that you cannot focus on God and 
money (world).  If you try to do it, you will end up loving 
one and despising the other.  Another way to put it is that 
you will love one and ignore or neglect the other.  Over 
and over again as Christians fall for this lie, ignorance 
and insensitivity of their fall away from loving Jesus 
almost instantly begins to beset them.   
 

Matthew 22:37-39 (NLT) 37  Jesus replied, “‘You must love 
the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and 
all your mind.’ 38  This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39  A second is equally important: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’  Satan’s lie is revealed through 
this statement by simply asking one 
question.  How can you love Jesus with 
all of your heart, mind, soul, and your 
neighbor as yourself if you are loving 
the world and all that it has to offer?  
Jesus is saying in this passage that it is impossible.  Yet 
many are trying to do that.  
 

As a Christian we are expected to love Jesus so much that  
 

 

 

we actually turn over our lives to Him and allow Him to 
direct and control our lives.  By loving the world and 
seeking for its riches, we are actually pulling our lives out 
of the hands of the Lord and putting the control into our 
own hands.   
 

I have encountered some who said that they did not 
realize that they were being deceived and lied to by 

Satan, but now that the truth was 
revealed to them, they begin to 
make significant change.  They 
begin to work on loving the Lord 
their God with all of their heart, 
mind, and soul and to love their 

neighbor as themselves.  Dramatic turn arounds were 
experienced that truly glorified the Lord.  This is not an 
easy turn but these people found victory when they 
focused on loving the Lord with all of their heart, mind, 
and soul.  They found that there is power in loving Jesus, 
there is wisdom in loving Jesus, and there is deep 
fulfillment in loving Jesus. 
 

In reading about the movement of the Holy Spirit in 
Islamic countries, it has been very moving to hear that 
the hatred of the radical Islamic Jihadists and their 
heinous brutality stands out in sharp contrast to the 
overwhelming love of Jesus that is being lived out 
through loving and devoted Christians.  Many times it is 
even as they face a humiliating and excruciating death.  
These loving and devoted Christians are being motivated 
and empowered by the 
love of Jesus.  That same 
loving power is available to 
all of us who live here on 
Maui and in the rest of the 
Western world.   
                

God’s love and grace causes 
Him to forgive and restore 
us,  in spite of the 
numerous sins that we 
have committed.  
                 (continued next page)     
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Fighting Against the Master of Deception  

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 



 

 

Fighting Against the Master of Deception  

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro    

(continued from page 1) 

His forgiveness is simply overwhelming because none of us deserves His forgiveness.  His forgiveness is topped off 
by His restoration.  He restores us into an intimate and right relationship with Him.  Can you imagine a 
man like the apostle Paul who went about persecuting Christians, being forgiven and restored.  On 
Paul’s journey to Damascus, Jesus confronted Him and revealed that Paul was actually persecuting 
Him but yet, His love was graciously extended to him.   
 

Yes, we have disappointed and broken the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ many times, but He is still 
extending His love, grace, forgiveness, and restoration to all of us.  We have the opportunity to turn it 

all around by concentrating on loving Him who loved us first.  God bless you all as you strive to love Him with all of 
your heart, mind, and soul. 
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              Volunteers to help us  

              park cars on our  

              High Street property for 

Wailuku Elementary School   

May Day Program 

Wednesday, May 25  

Report at 6:30 a.m. 
 

Sign-up at the back table 

 

Congratulations, 
2016 Grads!! 
Jerome Blanca, MHS 

DJ Caoile, MHS 

Alan Domingo, KKHS 

Chris Gumboc, MHS 

Reyn Isbell, BHS 

Daniel Kelly, MHS 

Allen Lat, MHS 

Daniel Olaso, HNGYCA 

Keith Penias, MHS 

 

Jaydee Giron 

UH Manoa 

Samantha Kinoshita  

San Diego State University 

Danae Olaso  

Baylor University 

MCBA Summer CampsMCBA Summer CampsMCBA Summer Camps   

Youth Camp “Unashamed”Youth Camp “Unashamed”Youth Camp “Unashamed”   

June 6June 6June 6---10 at YMCA Camp Keanae10 at YMCA Camp Keanae10 at YMCA Camp Keanae   

See Lyle Irimata for more informationSee Lyle Irimata for more informationSee Lyle Irimata for more information   

Registration deadline: June 1st Registration deadline: June 1st Registration deadline: June 1st    

   

Children’s Camp “Klash of Kin”Children’s Camp “Klash of Kin”Children’s Camp “Klash of Kin”   

June 20June 20June 20---242424   at YMCA Camp Keanaeat YMCA Camp Keanaeat YMCA Camp Keanae   

See Steffen Yamada for more informationSee Steffen Yamada for more informationSee Steffen Yamada for more information   

Registration deadline: May 29Registration deadline: May 29Registration deadline: May 29   



 

 

JESUS: Easy to Follow and Trust Him  

to Live It Out…Part 1  
Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

 

Jesus said to them, "Follow me, and I will turn you into fishers of people."  Mark 1:17 NET Bible 

 

Have you wandered what it was like following Jesus when he was, on earth?  The good news is we don't 

have to wander because we have God's written word we call the Bible. We can read and 

envision what it was really like to follow Jesus. What's also great is that God has also 

given us the Holy Spirit which confirms in us that what we read about those who have 

followed Jesus was true and real.  
 

However, over the years I have contemplated a thought that keeps coming back to me. 

The thought is actually a question and it's this: Are we following Jesus like those in the 

Bible? In my almost 26 years of being a Christian I have to be honest and say we could 

be drifting away from following Jesus and just being busy. Here's a quote by Dr. Tony 

Merida: “When Jesus says, “Come follow me,” He isn’t calling us to offer a class or start a program, but to follow His 

way of life.” 

 

There is a word we hear in church every now and then, and unfortunately it comes 

across to the church as scary and nervous.  (If those words are not perceived to be 

negative here's one that does to me, "optional.") The word that I'm talking about is the 

word, “discipleship”. The church today, I think, believes that you have to sit in classes 

and study the Bible like going to school. I also think people believe that in order to 

reach people you have to create a program or ministry. Now, don't get me wrong.  I am 

not against those things, but, if we are going to be dogmatic and say that is the only 

way, then, I do have a problem. The reason is because it is not biblical; it is not the way 

Jesus asked His followers to follow Him. I want to be positive about all this and 

basically tell you that following Jesus is just that; follow Jesus, because He is alive and real; He is in us and He has given 

us the Holy Spirit to assure us He is alive and guarantees our salvation with God!  Ephesians 1:14 in the NLT says, “The 

Spirit is God's guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own 

people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him.” 
 

I pray that we understand that we are and should be more concerned of our eternal life than we are of our physical life here 

on earth. Remember, Jesus established the church. We are here to encourage one another to love, submit and commit our 

lives to Him on a daily basis. I have on many occasions encouraged you to always talk with the Lord about anything and 

everything, and you can do that anytime and all the time no matter where you're at because we are in a relationship with 

Him. He is never far from us because He is in us and we must not forget that we are in control as to how much we want to 

follow after Him.  Let me leave you an encouraging scripture written by the Apostle Paul who found it a great joy and 

privileged to follow Jesus. Philippians 1:21says, “For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better.”  

 

Let me end by saying that it is easy to follow Jesus because He provided the opportunity for us to consider to follow Him. 

Without Him dying on the cross to forgive us and cleanse us of our sins we wouldn’t even hear the words, “Come follow 

me.”  Say yes to Jesus and see that it is Easy to Follow and Trust Him to live it out in and through us.   

 
 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~    
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When Jesus says, “Come follow 
me,” He isn’t calling us to offer a 
class or start a program, but to 
follow His way of life. 

         Dr. Tony Merida 



 

 

Mission Team Philippines 2016 
SUPPLIES Donation List 

Supplies needed by July 1, 2016: 

  -     Prenatal MULTIVITAMINS  

  -     ANTIBIOTIC OINTMENT/band-aids 

  -     IBUPROFEN/TYLENOL   

  -     COLD REMEDIES (NO liquid) 

  -     Allergy medicine   

  -     Anti-diarrheals 

  -     Antacids 

Boxes will be packed and shipped  
by July 15 

Collection box located in back or  
turn in to the church office 

 

TWO-THIRDS WORLD NETWORK MISSION   
 

October 2016 
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First, on behalf of Two Thirds World Network (TTWN) we want to thank you for your 

support and ardent prayers over the past 7 years.  TTWN was formed for a simple and 

profound reason: to share the Good News and the love of Christ in a very practical way.  

We have been on mission in Southeast Asia and more particularly in the Philippines 

since 2009 by leading medical/dental missions and assisting in rebuilding villages 

devastated by natural disasters in order to lift up and encourage the people who were 

affected by these calamities all the while pointing to the love of God.  Because of your 

support and prayers TTWN and its missionary partners work in villages and communities in order to touch the lives 

of many people by sharing His mercy and grace.  We humbly ask for your continued prayers and support. 

In October 2016, from the 7-17th , a mission team will be travelling to Southern provinces of Samar, Bohol, and 

Luzon to continue on mission for Christ.  Mission ministries will include medical, evangelism, and prayer walking at 

villages.  The mission team will also help with discipleship training at the newly built worship center in Luzon. 

Please feel free to visit our website at www.ttwn.org for more detailed information about our mission. If God is 

speaking to you about joining the team in October, please contact Vince Bagoyo (808) 357-3842. God can certainly 

use YOU! 

These were his instructions to them: "The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge 

of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.  Luke 10:2 

May God bless you always! 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

 

 Missionary Spotlight: 

http://www.ttwn.org


 

 

 

 Hello Team! What a full and exciting past month it has been for Dakota and I! There are two weeks left of 

school at Fort Lewis College and we have seen God making an impact on campus as the year wraps up. 

 A student, Sophia, whom you may remember that I have had the privilege to disciple since I was a senior, has 

encouraged me greatly. Recently, Sophia and I got to share the Gospel with a girl, “T”, who had never heard it 

explained before. Sophia bravely shared about the hope we have in Christ, and when she asked if T wanted to have 

Christ in her life she said, “yes”, but she wanted to think about it more.  

Please pray for T to understand how much God loves her despite 

her mistakes 

 Sophia and I have also been co-leading a weekly Bible 

study this semester. A couple of weeks ago it was Sophia’s turn 

to lead but she was sick. I asked her if she needed the evening off 

but she said, “No, we should have Bible study.” That night more 

girls than usual came, including two girls whom we hadn’t seen 

all semester. These two girls opened up and shared that they had 

not been pursuing God lately. We were able to encourage them 

and remind them that He is still near to them, waiting for them to 

draw close. This weekend Sophia and I were able to attend 

MPM’s Missional 

Women  .Conference in Denver. It was a great reminder of how much 

God loves us and how we can uniquely serve Him as women.  
It’s an honor to work with Sophia and see her heart grow for 

God’s Great Commission! 

For our last “retreat” this year we went camping in Moab. The 

theme was “Wilderness” and how God uses the wilderness in the Bible 

and our lives. Both physically and spiritually the wilderness tests our 

character, strips away comforts and shows us what is real, and 

challenges us to consider what we turn to when times are tough. We 

loved being in the desert camping, hiking, and having good conversations with the students and staff. 

Over the summer Dakota and I will be building our team of prayerful and financial supporters so that we can 

continue working in ministry this Fall. We are grateful for each of your encouragement and partnership! If you are 

interested in contacting us about support or have any ideas of people/groups we can contact, please don’t hesitate to 

give us a call or email! 

Please Pray: for God’s wisdom for Sophia as she seeks Him with big future decisions, for all the students to 

really seek God this summer, for us to transition into our summer tasks and plan well for next school year. 

 Thank you and many blessings!                                       

         Rachael and Dakota 

 

Dakota & Rachael Woodie | 970.596.8692| 808.214.3977 | dkbw77@gmail.com |  

www.TheWoodies.weebly.com | Our Address: 21 Sierra Ave, Durango, CO 81303 | 
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The Woodie’s Whereabouts 

         Weekly Discipleship Weekly Discipleship Weekly Discipleship 

Moab RetreatMoab RetreatMoab Retreat   

mailto:woodie.mpm@gmail.com
http://www.TheWoodies.weebly.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

                                           
Week of May 26-28 
 Elaine, Marion, Linda 

 

Week of June 2-4 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of June 9-11 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of June 16-18 
Volunteers Needed 

 

 

 

 

 

          

    Today, May 22      Team 3:  Flo N, Lillian T, Jen E, 
        DJ Caoile 

 

      May 29      Team 4:  Cheeng Shum,  
       Jennifer B, Hawea R, Wayne S 
         

   June 5:      Team 1:  Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe 
       F,  Alysha F, Melanie F 

    

Childcare Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If you have any questions or would like to help, If you have any questions or would like to help,   

call Steffen@264call Steffen@264--03970397..  

Say Say YES TO VBSYES TO VBS!!  
Are you ready to Are you ready to   

dive into our great adventure dive into our great adventure   
under God’s great ocean? under God’s great ocean?   

Plan to join us Plan to join us   
July 11July 11--15!15!  

    

Interested in helping? Interested in helping?   
Our first VBS Planning Our first VBS Planning   
meeting will be held thismeeting will be held this  

Saturday, May 28Saturday, May 28  
@ 6:30 pm.  @ 6:30 pm.    

tel:264-0397


 

 

call Church  
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Joywright.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Conference Room) 
 

6:30 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(Childcare for  
Birth - 4 years at 
High St Annex) 

 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-parsonage) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6 am  
(Conference Room) 

 

Mondays 6:30 pm  
(Parsonage) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move within 
ourselves, our church, community, nation and 

world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 
with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

  May 2016 

 22 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ parsonage  

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   
  Lahainaluna High School Graduation 

 23 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Parsonage 

 24 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 26 DOE - last day for students 

 27 St. Anthony High School Graduation 

 28 Seabury Hall Graduation 
  6:30 VBS Planning Meeting 

 29 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

            - Observance of Lord’s Supper 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ parsonage   

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   
  MCBA Children’s Camp Registration due 

 30 Memorial Day –office closed 
  No Prayer Meeting 

June 2016 

   1 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
  MCBA Youth Camp Registration due 

 5 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ parsonage  

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   

 6 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Parsonage 

 6-10 MCBA Youth Camp @ Camp Keanae 

 12 9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ parsonage 

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting @ Conference Rm  

  6 pm - Graduates Recognition/Camp Sharing  

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 

- 8 - 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at Parsonage) 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

Forever Reign 

Holy Is The Lord 

Overwhelmed 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

Slaving in the Kitchen or Feasting on the Word 

Luke 10:38-42 
 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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I. Both                    Jesus. - Luke 10:38-39  

 A.                           .  

 B.                           . 

 

II. Both                                 in love. 

 A. Martha                         . 

 B. Mary                               . 

 

III.                             is not the issue. - Luke 10:40a  

 A. Martha was                             by Fairness. - Luke 10:41 

 B. Jesus focused a                                       . - Luke 10:42  

 

IV. All things need to                                               . - Romans 8:27-28 

 A. Calling vs.                            or                                 . 

 B.                                                                God calls. 

 C.                                    with all who God calls. 

 D.                                  on what God has called you to do without                           . 

 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 


